Rare pine less lonesome
in new arboretum home

By Tom Hutchison

A HOTEL is showing off the
newest edition to its arbore-
tum - a rare 200 million-
year-old tree.

Staff at West Lodge Park,
in Cockfosters Road, Hadley
Wood, are among the first
people in the UK to get their
hands on the ancient
Wollemi Pine species for its
renowned gardens

Thought to be extinet,
was discovered alive and
well in 1994 by a bush-
walker in Australia and is
now being cultivated to safe-
guard its survival. Belonging
to the 200 million-year-old
Araucariaceac family, the
Wollemi Pine is a fast-
growing conifer and can
reach heights of 40 metres.

Hotel manager Andrew
Beale said: "It is an honour
to add such a rare tree to our

collection and help conserve
the Wollemi Pine for future
generations, We hope that it
will flourish here and be
seen by guests and visitors
on our garden open days,”
The arboretum at West
Lodge Park was created
by Andrew’ grandfather,
Edward Beale, in 1963,

Motre than 800 varieties of

trees and shrubs, including
national mllcclmm of horn-
beam and elae:
planted in 35 acres
rounding the hotel.

Members of the public can
tour the grounds of West
Lodge Park and see the
Wollemi Pine during an
open day on Sunday October
22 between Ipm and 4pm.
Entrance is £2.50, children
go free, and money raised
will benefit various chan-
ties, including the Macmil-
lan Nurses.
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Collector: Andrew Beale with the 200 million-year-old species of pine



